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Don’t put alcohol in the too hard basket urges leading charity 

 

 

 

 

Richmond based community support organisation, ACSO, welcomes the courage of Yarra City Council in bringing 

debate into the community with a safer injecting room proposal approved this week. ACSO acknowledges leadership is 

needed to address the increasing challenges presented by alcohol related violence and calls on all levels of 

Government, and the community to address the issues of alcohol related harm and violence.  

 

ACSO has provided specialist support for individuals who have been either directly or indirectly harmed by serious 

substance abuse and related crime for almost 30 years and is committed to responses that make our community safer. 

 

In the past 3 years ACSO has assessed and referred almost 30,000 Victorians caught up in drug related crime for drug 

treatment support.  Almost one quarter of all drug treatment referrals made by ACSO across the State identify 

alcohol as the most significant drug of concern. 

 

“ACSO acknowledges the courage that is required in a social policy response that addresses the harm and safety 

impacts of alcohol and illicit drug use, whilst at the same time balancing these with appropriately targeted and 

effective responses” said ACSO CEO Karenza Louis-Smith. “Whilst we need to have brave approaches to addressing the 

issues of heroin addiction - alcohol abuse, binge drinking and related violent crime is a growing concern.” 

 

ACSO supports the view that there is a need to develop a suite of interventions that assist individuals to change their 

behaviours and take control of their lives, of which a supervised injecting facility is only one option from a mix 

including residential and counselling interventions along with the recent controversial involuntary drug treatment 

legislation. 

 

ACSO believes encouraging community debate is crucial for the development of policies that save lives and creates 

safer communities for all Victorians. 

 


