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The Victorian Government is Responding to the Remandee Crisis 

 

ACSO shares the concerns of the Victorian Ombudsman, Deborah Glass, regarding not only the highest ever 

prison population, but one of the key drivers - the increase in the number of prisoners on remand.  “When I 

reported in 2015, 24 per cent of prisoners were on remand – i.e. had not been convicted of a crime – now it 

is over a third.” observed Ms Glass in the Ombudsman’s recommendations – second report released this 

week. 

With one in three prisoners Australia-wide being unsentenced (almost 14,000), this increase is not unique 

to Victoria.  What is unique to Victoria is the proactive response by the State Government.  Last month, the 

Victorian Department of Justice and Regulation funded a Post Release Support Program specifically 

targeting unsentenced prisoner and prisoners with short sentences. This significant multi-year investment 

will establish a state-wide service to provide an integrated, innovative and evidence-based reintegration 

support service to at least 1,000 eligible prisoners in the next twelve months.  

“We are delighted to be partnering with the Corrections Victoria to deliver this program, and commend the 

State Government on again leading the way with a proactive strategic response to this growing issue.” says 

Vaughan Winther, ACSO’s CEO.  Prisoners on remand are a vulnerable cohort requiring a dedicated 

response. Remandees have not been convicted of a crime, but the immediate incarceration that occurs -

even for short periods - can ultimately result in them losing employment, housing, and relationships which 

are all aspects of our lives that protect vulnerable people from the cycle of crime. Assertive support for 

remandees released into the community after being found not guilty or not being sentenced to prison, is 

crucial to reducing crime and keeping our community safer.    

“..over 99 per cent of prisoners will be released one day. We need to do more to ensure they do not come 

out only to reoffend and return, at the cost both to public safety and the public purse.” stated Ms Glass.  

Whilst the ambitious whole of government approach to addressing the initial causes of crime that she 

recommended in 2015 hasn’t occurred, what we have seen ACSO acknowledges the State Government’s 

demonstrated commitment to reducing offending through significant investment into family safety 

initiatives, forensic AOD sector reform, and increasing access to transitional housing with wrap around 

support for high risk offenders.  
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